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Mr. Barry Salaam (Afghanistan, Spring 2016) is a Commissioner at Afghanistan’s 
Independent Joint Anti-Corruption Monitoring and Evaluation Committee (MEC). 
Mr. Salaam is a well-known journalist, civil society activist and entrepreneur.  He is 
the Founder of NAW Media, a production company that produces a wide variety of 
radio and TV programs, as well as the Founder of Channel 7 TV Network. Mr. 
Salaam is also the President of the Organization of Afghan Alumni. He is the 
founding member of Civil Society & Human Rights Network (CSHRN) of 
Afghanistan, which unites 120 member organizations. He also sits on the Board of 
Directors of Afghanistan Institute for Civil Society.      Mr. Salaam is a frequent 
participant in international conferences promoting democracy, women’s rights, free 

media, development and security in Afghanistan. Mr. Salaam holds an MA in International Relations from 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University (2017) and a BA in Persian Literature from 
Kabul University (2008).   
 

Ms. Arevik Anapiosyan (Armenia, Spring 2018) is a Deputy Minister of 
Education of Armenia. Previously she served as the Executive Director of the 
Institute of Public Policy, where she has been involved in a number of policy 
research initiatives aimed at the development and enhancement of quality education 
policies in Armenia and regionally. She is also an adjunct faculty member at the 
American University of Armenia and at the Centre for European Studies at Yerevan 
State University.     Ms. Anapiosyan holds an MA in Political Science from the 
American University of Armenia (2008) as well as an MA (2008) and a BA (2006) in 
International Relations from Yerevan State University. From 2012-2015 she was a 
visiting fellow at the Human Rights Centre at the University of Essex, UK, in 2015 

she was a visiting Ph.D. researcher at the University of Tartu, Estonia and in 2016 she did an academic 
fellowship at the University of Massachusetts, in collaboration with Harvard University, on the Study of U.S. 
Political Thought and Politics.  
 

Mr. Sarkhan Hashimov (Azerbaijan, Spring 2018) is the General Manager for 
Eastern European and Central Asia at Elcore AG. Previously he served as the 
Director-General of Microsoft for Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and Tajikistan and a 
Board Member of Microsoft for CIS countries. Mr. Hashimov has extensive 
experience in project management, consulting and business development. His 
technical knowledge covers cloud technologies, mobile applications and enterprise 
resource planning (ERP). Mr. Hashimov holds an MBA (2007) and a BA in 
International Economic Relations (2004) from Azerbaijan State University of 
Economics. In addition, Mr. Hashimov is an international chess master. He is a 10-
time champion of Azerbaijan, a second runner-up at the European championship 

and a winner of the elite tournament in San Sebastián, Spain.  
 

Ms. Tamar Kekenadze (Georgia, Spring 2014), is the Secretary General and 
Member of the Board of the Free Democrats Political Party. Before joining the party 
in February 2015, she was a Civilian Representative of the Ministry of Defense of 
Georgia to NATO and the EU. Previously, she served as Head of the Euro-Atlantic 
Integration Division at the Ministry of Defense of Georgia. Prior to that, Ms. 
Kekenadze worked for five years in civil society organizations on national and 
international levels. In 2008, she was awarded the “Young European of the Year” 
Prize for outstanding commitment to fostering international understanding and the 
union of Europe. In 2009, she was privileged as a non-EU member country 



 

representative to intern in the Cabinet of the President of the European Parliament. Ms. Kekenadze is 
currently pursuing her PhD in Economics, and holds an MA in Computer Engineering, Information Science 
and Control Systems (2006) as well as a BA in Computer Systems and Networks (2003), all from Georgian 
Technical University.  
 

Mr. Ruslan Kozhakhmetov (Kazakhstan, Fall 2018) is a Vice-Rector for 
Corporate Development at Almaty Management University, a private business 
university, where he is responsible for finance, operations, campus development and 
digitalization. Mr. Kozhakhmetov joined Almaty Management University from the 
private sector where he was the Owner and CEO of FINN FLARE, a chain of 
fashion retail stores. Previously, Mr. Kozhakhmetov also served as a Business 
Development Director and then the CEO at Granite Realty Investment Company. 
Mr. Kozhakhmetov holds a Global Executive MBA, a joint degree from Columbia 
Business School, London Business School and the University of Hong Kong 
Business School (2016), a DBA from the International Academy of Business in 

Almaty and the Academy of National Economy under the President of the Russian Federation (2012), an 
MBA from the International Academy of Business in Almaty and Maastricht School of Management in the 
Netherlands, and an MA (2003) and a BA (2001) in Economics from the Al-Farabi Kazakh State National 
University. He also holds a Certificate of Excellence in Innovative Business Education from the Center for 
Executive Education at the University of California, Berkeley.  
  

Mr. Nurlan Kyshtobaev (Kyrgyzstan, Fall 2018) is a partner at GRATA Law 
Firm, a legal consulting firm with 26 years of experience in Central Asia and the 
Caucasus. Mr. Kyshtobaev manages the firm’s offices in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
representing a wide range of domestic and international corporations. Prior to 
joining GRATA Law Firm, he was a legal associate in the London office of the 
European Bank of Reconstruction and Development, where he advised bankers on 
lending, including direct investments in the EBRD countries of operation (Central 
and Eastern Europe, CIS, Turkey and Mongolia) across different sectors and types 
of borrowers. Mr. Kyshtobaev also served as an Independent Non-Executive Board 
Member of Centerra Gold Inc., a Canadian-based gold mining and exploration 

company involved in exploration, development, acquisition and operations of gold mines in North America, 
Asia and other markets worldwide. He also has experience working for American law firms including 
Chadbourne & Parke and Latham & Watkins. Mr. Kyshtobaev holds an MA in Legal Studies from the 
Moscow State Institute of International Relations (2007).  

 
Mr. Munkhbat Davaatseren (Mongolia, Fall 2013) is the CFO of Moncement 
Building Materials LLC, a company operating a modern, dry process, integrated 
cement plant with the production capacity of one million tons of cement per year. 
Mr. Davaatseren has vast experience in the financial services industry including 
banking and asset management. In the past, he served as the CEO of Golomt 
Capital LLC, a securities brokerage company in Mongolia, and as an investment 
advisor at JPMorgan Chase Bank in Chicago. He also contributed to drafting a new 
securities market law that adapts internationally accepted practices of investment 
protection in Mongolia. Mr. Davaatseren holds an MS in Finance from the Kellstadt 
Graduate School of Business at DePaul University in Chicago (2010) and a BBA in 

Financial Management from Warsaw University in Poland (2006).  
 
 
 



 

Mr. Farukh Sultonov (Tajikistan, Spring 2018) is the Director of the Tajik 
Norwegian Centre for Sustainable Development (TajNor Consulting), and a Partner 
at Think Global, a Norway based consultancy firm. His areas of interest include 
sustainable development of CAMCA and a wider region, public-private partnerships 
and IT solutions. Mr. Sultonov’s core expertise is providing feasible, efficient and 
smart solutions for complex projects in the public and private sectors as well as 
PPPs in the areas of infrastructure and renewables. Prior to joining the consulting 
business, Mr. Sultonov held increasingly senior positions in academia, the private 
sector, development organizations as well as in the government. Mr. Sultonov holds 
an MSc in Development Economics and Policy from the University of Manchester, 

UK (2007), a BA in International Economics from the Tajik State University of Commerce (2004) and 
currently is pursuing a PhD degree at the Tajik State University of Commerce.  
 

Ms. Gunesh Bakgalova (Turkmenistan, Fall 2014) is currently working for 
Petronas as in-house Legal Executive. Prior to her current position she worked for 
the European Commission’s project on budgeting reforms in the Ministry of 
Finance of Turkmenistan. Previously, Ms. Bakgalova worked for numerous national 
agencies, law firms, and international organizations including Schlumberger 
Corporation in Turkmenistan, the Ministry of Trade and Foreign Economic 
Relations, the Ministry of Justice, the National Coordinating Unit of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Turkmenistan, ABA Rule of Law Initiative in Turkmenistan, OSCE 
Center in Ashgabat, AK Counsel-SNR Denton, PPG Industries Inc. and Miller & 
Martin PLLC. Ms. Bakgalova holds an MA in Political Science from the Institute for 

European Politics in Berlin, Germany (2012), an LLM from the Law School at the University of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania (2009) and an LLB from the School of Law & International Economic Relations of the 
Turkmen State University (1999).  

Mr. Malik Mukhitdinov (Uzbekistan, Fall 2018) is a Program Officer at the 
Japan International Cooperation Agency’s (JICA) Uzbekistan Representative Office 
where he coordinates cross-sector and regional projects in Uzbekistan in close 
partnership with different Uzbek government agencies, including the Cabinet of 
Ministers and the State Investment Committee as well as the ministries of Finance, 
Higher and Secondary Specialized Education, Health, Labor, and Agriculture and 
Water Resources. His countries of operation at JICA also include Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia. Previously, Mr. Mukhitdinov worked on numerous UNDP 
projects in Uzbekistan. He is an experienced and committed development 
professional and his professional interest areas include renewable energy, 

agriculture, poverty reduction and economic growth. Mr. Mukhitdinov holds an MSc in International 
Strategy and Economics from the University of St. Andrews, UK (2008), a BSc in International Economic 
Relations from the Tashkent State University of Economics (2004) and a BSc in Zoo Engineering from 
Tashkent Agricultural University (2001).  

 

 
 


